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CAPTURE OF MAJOR ANDR& 

BY MAJOR HENRY LEE. 

(From the GHlmor Collection of Autographs now in the possession of Ferdinand 
J. Dreer, Esq., of Philadelphia.) 

[This ia a very interesting account of the treason of Arnold, and the 
capture of Andre and his execution, drawn up by Col. Henry Lee, the 
celebrated partisan officer of the Revolution, and addressed to his relative, 
Thomas Sim Lee, Esq., then Governor of Maryland. Given me by his son, 
John Lee, Esq., in 1825. Robert Gilmor.] 

Last month, has produced two events which will hear a 
distinguished luster in the annals of America. The infamy 
of Mr, Arnold, & the death of Major Andre", Ad.-Gen. to 
the British army. Mr. Arnold has heen a villain on the 
small scale, as well as on the great. He had established 
lucrative connexions with sutlers & sutlers' wives, & 
had made them the instruments of converting into money, 
his embezzlements of public stores. He has deceived his 
wife, & has betrayed his friend Major Andre*. This latter 
matter, perhaps, was unavoidable, tho' it is generally attrib- 
uted to a pusillanimity inherent in the villain's breast. As if 
determined to exhibit to the world how deep in infamy 
human nature is capable of descending, he is now, by vio- 
lating his confidential communications with the Commander- 
in-chief, pointing out to Sir Henry Clinton those characters 
in the city of New York, friendly to the American cause. 
He lives, but he lives to misery and anguish. The virtuous 
Andre - is dead^ but died with honor. Perhaps history does 
not afford an instance of an execution similar to that of 
Andre's. Just & unavoidable; without the least particle 
of criminality in the sufferer. 

The many tales which have gone forth relative to these 
transactions must render you anxious to hear a special rela- 
tion of the whole adventure. 

It appears that Gen. Arnold was the proposer of his inten- 
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tions in a le' to Sir Henry Clinton. The point of time is 
not ascertained, tho' we have some reason to believe it origi- 
nated soon after Gen. Clinton return from South Carolina. 
The object in view was the betraying West Point into the 
hands of the enemy. Appearances were to be kept up, the 
place was to have been surrendered on terms of capitulation, 
and Mr. Arnold, a general in our service, on parole. In 
other words, the object was the subjugation of America. Sir 
Henry Clinton committed the management of this important 
business to Major Andre", a young gentleman equal in emi- 
nence to any the world ever produced. Major Andre* came 
up the North river in an armed sloop, & lay near King's 
ferry, at which place we have two small posts. King's ferry 
is distant from West Point between 12 & 16 miles. Gen. 
Arnold, by means of a Mr. Joshua Smith, held a confer- 
ence with Major Andre* in the night on the shore of the river. 
From the shore they adjourned to this Mr. Smith's house, one 
mile into the country. Here matters were completely sined. 
The American Gibraltar betrayed, & the traitor secured, 
as to the reception of the bribe. 

They prepared to return, Arnold to W. Point, Andre* to 
the Vulture. Some embarrassments arose as to the getting 
on board again, the two peasants who had landed Major 
Andre* having been up the night before, & most of that 
night, were loth to assist when called on. It was then pro- 
posed to spend the day in secret at Smith's house. Andre* 
consented. Arnold left him. In the evening, Andre* & his 
guide, Smith, set out, and by virtue of Gen. Arnold's pass 
they uninterruptedly crossed King's ferry. Andre" left his 
regimental coat in Mr. Smith's house, & wore one borrowed 
from Mr. Smith. Mr. Smith conveyed his charge safe to a 
solitude without the line of our usual patrols, & left him 
pushing on for New York. Fortunately, when very near 
the enemy's advance post, he met with three young militia 
men, whom quest of plunder had carried thus far. 1 Major 

1 The conduct of the class of soldiery to which the captors of Major 
Andre belonged was not snch as to raise its members very high in the 
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Andre* accosted them, asking them from whence — they replied 
from below. Above & below are country terms on the 
lines for the American & B[ritish] armies. Andre*, in his 
transport of joy, discovered to them that he was a B[ritish] 
officer. The lads instantly seized him. He made every at- 
tempt on the virtue of his captors. Ten thousand guineas 
were assured to them, & every necessary of life was lavishly 
proffered — all in vain. Andre" was brought a prisoner to our 
advanced horse guards. Papers announcing the object of his 
mission was found about him. Arnold's villainy was also 
discovered. Yet, so blundering was the officer in his mea- 
sures, that he contrived to give the first notice of the capture 
of the spy to Mr. Arnold, & consequently furnished Arnold 
with time to escape. 1 This was erroneous, not intentional. 
Arnold made the best use of this notice, & got to the Vul- 
ture in his barge under sanctity of a flag. The poor barge- 
men whom he made use of on this occasion were, at his 

opinion of the Continental officers, hence the expression to which this note 
is appended. 

Major Talmadge, who was second in command at the post to which Andr6 
was first taken by Paulding, Van "Wart, and Williams, formed so unfavorable 
an opinion of them from Andre's account of his arrest, that when in Congress 
in 1817, he successfully opposed the petition of Paulding, asking for an in- 
crease of the pension granted him by the government. On this occasion Major 
Talmadge expressed the opinion that Andr6 had been stopped and searched 
for motives of plunder only, and that had he had the means at his command 
he could have purchased his liberty. These views were opposed by the Hon. 
Egbert Benson in a pamphlet entitled, Vindication of the Captors of 
Major Andr£, N. Y., 1817; which has been several times reprinted. 

In view of all the arguments contained in it, we cannot but think that, 
although Paulding, Van "Wart, and "Williams may have associated with that 
lawless band known as the Cow boys, which Cooper pictures in his story of 
The Spy, and that their nicer feelings may have been so far blunted by the 
demoralization which surrounded them, as to have allowed them to rob a 
spring-house, or extort from a well-dressed traveller any superfluous cash he 
might have had about him, we see no reason to think that they were insen- 
sible to the duty which they owed their country, when the true character of 
their captive became evident. 

1 All that can be said in defence of Major Jameson, the officer alluded 
to, will be found on p. 321 of Sargent's Life of Andr6. 
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instance, retained as prisoners of war. 1 Andre* and Smith 
were brought to camp for trial. The former was condemned, 
the latter is still under trial. 2 The virtuous Andre", although 
conscious of his having become a spy without intention & 
by accident, yet in a le" which he wrote to his General, 
he approves the propriety of his sentence. Time was given 
for propositions in behalf of the unfortunate Andre - . Gen. 
Robertson came to our advanced post with some trifling re- 
quest, & brought his civilians to prove to Gen. Washington 
that Andre was no spy, notwithstanding Andre's letter to 
the contrary. In consequence of this overture from Sr 
Henry, the execution of the sentence was postponed from 
Sunday, five O'clock, to Monday, twelve. Nothing farther 
was offered by the enemy, & the eminent youth died under 

1 " "When they reached New York, Clinton at once gave them their parole, 
an unusual favor to private men. Two of them, English deserters, had wept 
bitterly on the ship at the prospect of going to New York to be identified 
and hanged ; once there, they shipped on board a letter of Marque just ready 
to Bail, and got away undiscovered. The remainder were released with a 
parting word and some money from Arnold, and were soon again with their 
friends." — Sargent's Andre, p. 330. 

! Joshua Hett Smith was the brother of Chief-Justice "William Smith of 
New York, and was a man of education and influence. Although living 
within the American lines, he was suspected of sympathizing with the 
British previous to the exposure of Arnold's treason. Notwithstanding 
this, however, the American General, Howe, had employed him to bring 
intelligence to West Point. It is likely that he was one of that class of 
weak men who in troubled times endeavor to " carry water on both shoul- 
ders," and the fate which overtook him was such as usually falls to their lot. 
Tried by the Americans for complicity with Arnold, he was suspected by 
the British of having betrayed Andr6. Acquitted by a military court, he 
was arrested by the civil authorities, and escaped from prison, disguised as 
a woman, to the enemy, who appear by that time to have been convinced 
that he had not acted false to AndrS. In England he published a narrative, 
the statements of which do not agree with the story he told when on trial. 
He returned to America, and died in New York, 1818. It is impossible to 
say to what extent he was cognizant of Arnold's treasonable intentions, or 
what his conduct would have been had they been known to him. It is hard 
to believe, from the important part entrusted to him, that his suspicions 
were not aroused, and that he did not act in accordance with his sympathies. 
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a gallows. This officer was the particular favorite of his 
General, & the most promising genius in the army. 

How cold are the friendships of men high in power. An- 
dre's death does honor to human nature. For my part, I 
declare, I would rather be Andre" than be alike to nine-tenths 
of the sentimental world. We have not yet heard Sir Henry 
Clinton's declarations since the execution of his friend. I 
dare say he will be full of menaces. 

Our army continues on their old ground at Tappan. No 
prospect of any action. A powerful embarkation is nearly 
compleat at New York. I believe they will pay a visit to 
your neighborhood. Wisdom and vigor, or Destruction, is 
the watchword for the southern states. It is said the fleet 
with troops sail to-morrow. 

I have the honor to be, with every sentiment of respect & 
esteem, your affectionate relative and obt. h. Sert. 

HENRY LEE, Junr. 
Light Camp, near Tappan, Oct. 4, 1780. 

His Exce. G. — — 

T. Sim Lee, Esq. 
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